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Study of the Factors Influencing Suburban Vegetable
Farming through Analysis of a Model Case of Takayasu, lkaruga - cho,
Involving Female Labor

Makoto MIYAMOTO

Summary

In this paper, suitable activities for suburban vegetable farming, for which the economic level has heen
dropping mainly due to the increase in part-time farmers and the reduction of soil productivity, are
discussed through analysis of a model case of Takayasu, lkaruga—cho, located very close to the fa-
mous temple, Horyuji. Total production of vegetables from the rotational paddy field at Takayasu
has developed due to doubling of acreage chiefly through the efforts of female labor over the last three
years ('82~"84).

1. The most important factor which would revitalize suburban vegetable farming is the role of women
as farm laborers, who would be able to obtain more suitable income by growing leafy vegetables (spi-
nach) through light work than from other part-time jobs and or other forms of work at home.

2. Under the easy forwarding conditions resulting from release {rom the restriction imposed by the
usual uniform casings, the will of workers {or growing vegetables would be strongly encouraged thro-
ugh the use of freestyle casings and short-distance carriage to nearby markets by hand cart, rather than
by car. This is because aged men and women who have retired from their previous jobs, can easily
sell their products under these conditions, even though their farming scales are not large enough for
mass-production or as small as a home garden.

3. In addition, it is necessary to establish conditions in which groups can be formed by leaders in order
to study new growing techniques and information required for their further growth, especially for grow -
ers at the beginner level. The Takayasu Vegetable Study Group, formed in 1982 and functioning to

encourage not only growing techniques but also village society, consists of 21 farmers.

Key Words :
part-time farmer, rotational paddy field, spinach, suburban vegetable farming, vegetable study group,

village society,
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