Na no Ra

Things to see in Nara

VOL. 2




NA NO RA VOL.2 | YAMATO-KORIYAMA 2

- gy ¥ .
gl b : &
b B

@ P4-5 : A Castle Town Full of Goldfish : Yamato Koriyama City
EENIKSIL T ]

@ P6-7 : ALive Encyclopedia at the Koriyama Goldfish Museum :
Happiness and Peace

S B - DL =R EREEZ AR T-FEZE 5 IR LDZER]-

(3 P8-9 : Goldfish Heaven : Goldfish Scooping in Koriyama City
BLTERICUMARR

@ P10-11 : Traditional Experience : Indigo Dyeing
H]/E TEEZHIKER

/A ANSY
YLl '




NA NO RA VOL.2 | YAMATO-KORIYAMA

he DN

R

EmTLVES T8 ()
SRR S A

N
g
N
]
N BELLAR

Pes .
»ig

3 Kochikuya
SREIKES
B

@® Koriyama Castle and i
the castle town

BB LI 45 T BT

@ Hakomotokan
Konya

FEAREEIHE

@ Goldfish
Museum

EREREE




NA NO RA VOL.2 YAMATO KORIYAMA

Goldfish

Yamato Koriyama City

[ERNKCI T AFIERLL

- Mouloud Hammadou

Yamato Koriyama is a major castle town
which expanded after the construction of
Koriyama Castle in the 12" century. The
cherry blossoms around the castle ruins are
also listed under the top 100 cherry

blossom spot in Japan. A cherry blossom
viewing festival called the “Oshiro-matsuri”
(castle festival) is held at the castle ruins
every April during the first week, and
attracts many tourists.

Castle Festival and Hanami
(Cherry Blossom viewing)
BEREDEBTER

| visited the city in the middle of April,
after the festival had ended and the city
had returned to its usual peaceful state.
The castle town starts just a few steps out
from Kintetsu Koriyama station. Although it
is not known for being a bustling, lively
area, the historical town has its own
unique peaceful, calm atmosphere.

A Castle Town Full of

A CASTLE TOWN FULL OF GOLDFISH, YAMATO KORIYAMA 4

Yamato Koriyama’s streets vastly differ
from one another; one road may be full of
traditional merchant townhouses, while
another could have a small river flowing in
the middle of it. The reason for this comes
from Hidenaga Toyotomi, the lord of the
castle during the Azuchi-Momoyama period

(16'™ century), and his “Hakomoto System”.

In order to protect the businesses of the
town, Hidenaga brought in workers from
the same industry to live in a specific area
of the town, and provided a special license
for their businesses. The small river
flowing in the middle of the street is part
of Konya town, which used to be the area
known for the dyeing industry. The river
was used by the artisans during the dyeing
process. This system is also the reasoning
behind all the different names of the towns
in Yamato Koriyama. All the names are
directly taken from the specific industry of
the workers who used to live in the town.
The area where merchants from Sakai city,
Osaka lived, is still called Sakai town,
while another area where tofu makers
lived, is called Tofu town. Pretty
interesting, right?

Another reason why all the streets are
unique is because of the mixture of
buildings from different time periods. The
castle ruins, the low 2 storey buildings of
the Edo period (1603 - 1868), the western
style architecture of the Meiji (1868 -
1912) and Taisho (1912 - 1926) periods,
and the remains of the merchant houses
from the Showa period (1926 - 1989) will
take you back to different times in history
as you walk around the city.

Although the castle turret and the gate are
the only remaining parts of Koriyama
Castle, visitors can walk to the old spot of
the castle tower and take a break in
between sightseeing.

It might also be interesting to compare this
area to a castle or a fortified town back in
your own country. In my home country
France, there is a city called Carcassonne
that is listed as a UNESCO World Heritage
Site for its medieval fortress. The two
locations differ in both the development of
the castle town and the spread of the town
itself. Carcassonne developed within the
walls of the fortress, while Koriyama grew
as a town surrounding the castle in the
center.

Edo Period’s Fire Watchtower
STRBEF DN DRCS
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Narrow, hard-to-find streets

reminiscent of the Edo Period
town
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Yamato Koriyama is not only known for its
history. Since the Meiji period and even to
this day, the city is famous for the
cultivation of goldfish. Ponds and small
creeks can be seen around the town, as
well as goldfish designs on many of the
infrastructure such as manholes and street

signs. For children visiting the area,
searching for goldfish on the streets may
be more attractive than its long history.

Go explore the historical castle town and
enjoy seeking for goldfish around the
streets with your family!

Goldfish even in these places!
(Public benches)
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Western style architecture
from the Taisho Period
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The beginnings of goldfish farming,

which Yamato Koriyama city is famous
for, can be traced back to 1724. It is
said to have started when Koriyama

Castle lord Yoshisato Yanagisawa’s
servant Matabei Yokota brought a
Chinese goldfish to the city. Currently,
there are 70 goldfish farms in the city,
raising about 9000 goldfish per year,
making Yamato Koriyama a leader in
goldfish farming. Aside from the long
history, we visited the Koriyama
Goldfish Museum in search for another
reason contributing to the popularity
of this business mid-April, during the
breeding season.

Walking south from Kintetsu Koriyama
station, you can see the old-fashioned,
elegant houses. Just when you get
accustomed to the ancient, quiet
ambience, the landscape suddenly
changes to a wide goldfish breeding
pond. After following the narrow road
along the pond, you can see the white
sign of the Koriyama Goldfish Museum.
The Museum was established by Masaji
Shimata, a goldfish breeder of
“Yamato Kingyoen”, out of his own
pocket to educate the public about the
history and culture of goldfish.
Although it is not a publicly owned
facility, entrance is free of charge for
visitors. Inside the exhibit of the
museum, articles related to goldfish,

and goldfish related crafts are on
display. The stories of how Mr.

A LIVE ENCYCLOPEDIA AT THE KORIYAMA GOLDFISH MUSEUM 6

Shimata was able to import
goldfish from China in the
late 1950s when there were
no established diplomatic
relations with China, and articles on
the goldfish pond near the Temple of
Heaven in Beijing were all part of a
fascinating historical connection
between the goldfish in China and
Yamato Koriyama.

Beside the exhibition room, a few fish
tanks are lined up around the

Goldfish
Pottery

Popular as a craft or a toy, these
were thought to ward off evil spirits.
Koriyama’s  traditional  Akahada
pottery makes goldfish shaped
earthenware, which is a common
summer item. The Akahada goldfish
pottery was also supposedly a
personal treasure of Lord
Yanagisawa, who ruled Koriyama
during the Edo period. These
mystical objects may also bring good
fortune to owners.

Goldfish
Nishiki-e

Nishiki-e is Japanese multi-colored
woodblock printing, and a type of
Ukiyo-e. Beautiful goldfish are drawn
on the woodblocks, as well as
women, cats, and children, painting
a story for viewers.

A Live Encyclopedia at the
Koriyama Goldfish Museum

Happiness and Peace
K< - BUERENEEZHNT
-BEZEELCOIEOLDZER[-

- Zhang Min

Japanese garden. Different types of
goldfish, from the most common red
ones to rare breeds, swim around in
these tanks for people to look.

Oranda (1) is a type of goldfish
brought from China through Ryukyu to
Nagasaki in 1789. At the time when
Japan was closed to foreign exposure,
all things foreign imported were called
Oranda’s goods, which is where the
name of this goldfish comes from. The
characteristic bump on the head
resembles a transparent crown on an
old European powdered wig.

Sakura Azuma Nishiki (2) is known
for its fluttery fins that resemble the
long robes of a heavenly being. The
bright red and white pattern also
makes this type of goldfish stand out.

Hama Nishiki (3) has the same colour
pattern as the Sakura Azuma Nishiki,
but its scales are have a lime
characteristic. The scales are often
called pearl scales. With a charming
expression, Hama Nishiki is an
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adorable type of goldfish. It reminded
me of Miyazaki Hayao’s movie, Ponyo.
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All the types of goldfish are a product
of hard work in crossbreeding, in
search for beauty. Goldfish can be
admired from both the top and the
side view. You can learn more about
the long history of breeding goldfish,
and appreciate the beauty and
elegance each type has. The Japanese
garden is also a nice place to look
around.

On another note, the pronunciation of
the word Kingyo (goldfish) is very
similar to the Chinese word Kinyo
(access money). In Japan, the colour
red also symbolizes warding off evil.
Putting these two meanings together,
goldfish can be seen as good luck in
general
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Koriyama Goldfish Museum

107 Nikicho, Yamato Koriyama
City, Nara Prefecture

TEL: 0743-52-3418

10 min. walk from Kintetsu
Koriyama Station

Chasing after perfect beauty
through many trials of cross
breeding, and raising these
delicate goldfish is an art. The
Koriyama Goldfish Museum is a
place to learn about its history,
facts, crafts, the beautiful
goldfish, and a chance to visit a
unique Japanese garden.
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The Goldfish Scooping Dojo
SEIVERORS

Popular Souvenir:

Calligraphy on Poi
RADIEDEFHLELLTAAR!

IPS TO CATCHING GOLDFISH
RADEFRIVE

@ Put the poi in the water at an angle, but
when moving it within the water, keep it flat!
RAZKPICANDEFIRIDEC, KA TEIN T EEFK
L (ETFBEBELENTIL)
@ Catch the goldfish when the head or the
belly is on the poi.
EAZT ORIFEELEBIRO TN,
® Don't chase the goldfish around the pool.
BERDEFTSKATBLMNIBRNIE,
@Don't take the poi out flat from the water,
take it out at an angle.
RAFELLEHIFBVT, RIDICHIFRIE.
®Make sure a part of the goldfish is on the
poi when lifting.
EROEEO—EHFELTVDLIONTB,
* Grow to love goldfish!
RICEDEEAT VI KIFECRDL !

Children and adults wearing
traditional yukata while trying their
hands on goldfish scooping can often
be seen during Japanese summer
festival season. Festivals and
goldfish scooping symbolize summer
for many Japanese people, and
goldfish scooping is an experience
many tourists want to try when they
visit Japan. Today, | Vvisited
“Goldfish Scooping Dojo - Kochikuya”
that is open all year to visitors who
want to try the game.

“Goldfish Scooping Dojo - Kochikuya”
is located in Konya-cho town, a short
10 minute walk from Kintetsu
Koriyama station. If you walk along
the town’s stream eastward, you will
see a giant, red goldfish made out of
cloth, hanging outside of “Goldfish
Scooping Dojo - Kochikuya”.

As soon as you enter through the
doors, you can see hundreds of
goldfish-related goods on sale. The
Dojo’s front desk also serves as a
souvenir shop for visitors. From
handkerchiefs, coasters, and bags
with goldfish designs, to old toys,
wind chimes, and tin cans, many
goldfish-related goods fill the entire
room. The most popular souvenir in
this shop, however, is the poi (paper
scooper for goldfish scooping) with a
special message written in
calligraphy by the shop owner.
Looking at some of the funny phrases
written by the shop owner could also
be something to check out when you
visit. Another thing you will notice is
the goldfish song that is constantly
played inside the store. The catchy
song that repeats the word “kingyo”
(goldfish) definitely adds to the

Goldfish Heaven:
Goldfish Scooping in
Koriyama

ERRERNLTERI AR

entire goldfish theme that this store
has on display.

After buying the poi from the front
desk and walking through to the
back of the store, | was finally able
to see the real goldfish scooping
dojo. Goldfish of red and black that
swim around in blue plastic pools are
separated by speed and type, which
in return make some pools easier or
harder for goldfish scoopers.

Since this was my first time at
goldfish scooping, | chose the easiest
pool. The shop employee
demonstrated how to catch a
goldfish, and gave some easy tips*,
but it was harder than it looked. My
first poi ripped rather quickly while |
was chasing after a few goldfish with
it in the pool. Not wanting to leave
barehanded, | bought a second poi
and challenged myself once again.
Learning from my mistake of moving
the scooper around too much in the
water, | held my poi rather calmly in
the water and waited for a goldfish
to swim right across it. After a bit of
waiting, | was able to lift the poi
quickly at the right time to scoop my
first goldfish! Using the same
technique, | caught eight goldfish in
total with just my second poi. All
that concentration spent on the
goldfish made me lose track of time.
Not bad for a beginner though, right?

At the dojo, names of former
goldfish scoopers written on wooden
boards are hung on the wall. There

- Moon Yoonjeong
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are different ranks from shodan to
hachidan (1 to 8), with promotion
tests for those who want to rise up
in ranks. The ranks depend on the
number of goldfish caught in a
minute. With names of celebrities
and also tourists from Hong Kong and
Thailand on the wall, this could
definitely be the hall of fame for
goldfish scooping. If you want to
leave your name in Japan while
traveling, challenge vyourself at
goldfish scooping!

Every year in August, Yamato
Koriyama city, known for goldfish
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breeding, hosts a national goldfish
scooping contest. Masters of goldfish
scooping from all over the country
gather in this city to break records,
and the city receives huge groups of
supporters and tourists during this
time. The Goldfish Scooping Dojo
was started up to support the
contest, allowing scoopers to come
practice at the Dojo. Lots of people
are currently training up for the 20"
national goldfish scooping contest at
the Dojo. Drop by the “Goldfish
Scooping Dojo - Kochikuya” when
you visit Yamato Koriyama, and try
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your hands on Japan’s traditional
game of goldfish scooping.

GOLDFISH SCOOPING DOJO
“KOCHIKUYA”

23-1 Konya-Cho

Yamato  Koriyama  City, Nara
Prefecture

TEL 0743-55-7770
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Traditional Experience:

Indigo Dyeing
TR T LA ER

- Jennifer Kim

Goldfish might be the first thing to

pop up when someone thinks about
Yamato Koriyama city, but this area is
also known for another aspect of
Japanese history and culture: indigo
dyeing.

10 mins east by foot from Kintetsu
Koriyama station is a place called
Konya town. Konya refers to dyeing
shops, and this area came to be called
Konya town because of the 20 indigo
dyeing merchant houses that used to
stand in a row in this area. In the
middle of the town, a small river that
was used by the artisans for dyeing
still remains to this day.

This time, | was able to visit
“Hakomoto-kan Konya”, a place where
you can enjoy both indigo- dyeing and
goldfish, the city’s symbol. It was here
that | tried making an indigo-dyed
handkerchief. Located beside the
Goldfish Scooping Dojo Kochikuya (p.8-
9), Hakomoto-kan Konya is renovated
from an old indigo-dyeing building
from the 17 century. Inside the
building, there is an exhibit displaying
crafts and artwork with goldfish
designs, and an indigo dyeing studio at
the back. At the studio, you can try
making simple indigo dyed products
such as handkerchiefs, to more
complicated goods like bags or scarves.

Before | started, Ms. Amano, the staff
of the studio, explained briefly about
the history of indigo dyeing. Indigo
dyeing used to be for the commoners
back in the day, and was often used
for making curtains and wrapping
cloths. Since the 19*" century, however,
the development and usage of
chemical dyes grew, causing a
decrease in the number of people
producing indigo. This decrease
changed indigo into a high quality,

TRADITIONAL EXPERIENCE: INDIGO DYEING 10

costly product, but the image of indigo
is slowly changing with the discovery
of its deodorizing and sterilizing
effects.

After the background on history, |
started on the first step of the indigo-
dyed handkerchief: the pattern design.
Using rocks, chopsticks, film canisters,
and rubber bands, | sectioned off
different areas of the cloth to dye.
Since | did not have a specific design in
mind, | took the simple approach and
used up as many tools as | could.

The next step was the actual dyeing
process. After putting on the rubber
gloves, apron, and boots that are
available outside the studio, | first
rinsed my handkerchief in water.
Making sure to squeeze out all the
water, | moved to a large vat and sunk
my cloth in it, slowly moving it within
the liquid.

&

Q: What is the liquid inside the vat?
Inside the large vat is the indigo dye.
Ai (plant used for indigo dye)’s leaves,
lime, alcohol, and wheat shells are
mixed in with scum, to let it ferment.
The liquid is ready to use in about two
weeks. The lifetime of the indigo dye
depends on how it is used, but can
vary from two to ten months. The dye
takes on a life of its own where it goes
through good and bad conditions, so
the employees constantly check up on
the condition of the dye.

The reason for squeezing water out of
the cloth and for moving it carefully
and slowly within the vat is to not
cause too much harm to the indigo dye.
As a living creature, the dye is
sensitive to harsh movements and
water. There are lots of clocks around
the six indigo dye vats to keep your
eye on while you dye your
handkerchief. Once you take out your
cloth after a minute, you will first
notice that the fabric looks green. This
colour gradually changes to blue with
oxidization. After taking it out of the
vat, the cloth must be rinsed off with
water.

This process of dyeing and rinsing is
repeated several times, depending on
how dark of a colour you would want
on your product. By taking out some of
the tools that are tied on to the
handkerchief in  between these
processes, you can make some
patterns stand out with different
shades of indigo. Once you are
satisfied with the colour and done with
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this process, you can put your
handkerchief in a tub of vinegar for
three minutes to set the colour. After
a final clean rinse and some ironing,
your handkerchief is complete!

Before | started the indigo dyeing
activity, | assumed it would be very
similar to the tie-dye shirts | made at
elementary school in Canada. Unlike
indigo-dyeing, tie-dye uses lots of
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bright colours. After listening to the
history of indigo dyeing, seeing the
beautiful hue of indigo, and learning
about the traditional dyeing process, |
realized this was nothing like the
activity | did as a child.

Making a traditional gift with complete
freedom in creativity is not only an
interesting experience for foreigners,
but Japanese people as well. Go try
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your hands on indigo dyeing at
Hakamoto-kan Konya!

Reservation information:

http://www.hakomoto.com/english/e
nglish.htm

3 Reservations preferred. Please call
to reserve a time slot.
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Hello everyone!

We are the Coordinators for International Relations (CIR) that work for the International Affairs Division at the Nara
Prefectural Government. Our job includes improving Nara Prefecture’s relationships with countries abroad, and also

working at local international exchange events and tourism-related events.

The “Na no Ra” newsletter was created in order to introduce Nara Prefecture’s many attractions to other foreigners
from another foreigner’s point of view. This newsletter contains interviews that we have conducted personally during
our visits to various locations within Nara. We hope this newsletter will raise interest about Nara among other

foreigners, and also reveal to the Japanese readers how the foreign community view Nara.

This issue is based on Yamato Koriyama city, a place famous for goldfish. The contrast between the historical

townscape and its connection to goldfish was fascinating to see.

We’d like to thank Kochikuya, the Goldfish Museum, Hakomoto-kan, and the people of Yamato Koriyama for their
cooperation.

Coordinators for International Relations: Yoonjeong Moon, Jennifer Kim, Mouloud Hammadou, Min Zhang
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